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Friday, November 14th, 2025, 7pm 

Performed by: 
Ariel Horowitz violin | Alexa Stier piano  

Shauna Smith viola | Sergei Vassiliev clarinet
epicmustsee.org 

Production by Larry Jones, Sergei Vassiliev, Chris Doiron
the amazing Ent Staff and Epic Team volunteers 

3. Bebe’s Blues 

Montage Music arr. for clarinet,
violin, viola and piano 

William Grant Still (1895–1978) Summerland for violin and
piano 

Ofer Ben-Amots (b. 1955) 

Jennifer Higdon (b. 1962) String Poetic for violin and
piano

15 Minute Break (Time for a refill)

Edvard Grieg (1843-1907) Sonata for Violin and Piano
No. 3. Op. 45

2. Nocturne
5. Climb jagged  

1. Allegro molto appassionato — Presto
2. Allegretto espressivo alla Romanza 
3. Allegro animato 





Praised for her “colorful, flexible and expressive playing” (Res
Musica), pianist Alexa Stier has performed extensively across
Europe, the United States and South America. Alexa is a top
prizewinner of the Olivier Messiaen International Piano
Competition and the Virtuoso e Belcanto Concerto Competition,
and a laureate of the Orléans International Piano Competition and
the George Enescu International Piano Competition. 
Alexa’s most notable appearances include solo recitals and
chamber music collaborations at Lincoln Center (New York City),
Merkin Hall (New York City), the Liszt Cultural Institute (New York
City), Dame Myra Hess Memorial Concerts (Chicago),  Glasgow
Royal Concert Hall (U.K.) and Palazzo Pfanner (Lucca, Italy).

Hailed by The Washington Post as “Sweetly Lyrical,” violinist,
composer/songwriter, and community organizer Ariel Horowitz
cannot remember life before loving music. In 2020, Ariel joined the
Concert Artists Guild roster for North American management, and
enjoys an active touring schedule as a soloist and as one-half of
Vision Duo, an ensemble formed with fellow CAG artist Britton-René
Collins in 2021. As a composer, songwriter, and avid improviser,
Ariel's original music centers themes of healing, community, and
liberation. They have performed their compositions and songs
around the world, including at Carnegie Hall and the Kennedy
Center. 

Shauna M Smith graduated Magna Cum Laude from the College of
Idaho with three diplomas: violin performance, philosophy, and
visual art. She then went on to earn her Master of Art and an Artist’s
Diploma in violin/viola performance from the Aaron Copland School
of Music, City University of New York where she studied with Burton
Kaplan and Daniel Phillips. Ms. Smith has played section and
principle violin and viola with the Anchorage Symphony Orchestra,
Spokane Symphony, Boise Philharmonic, the New York City Nova
Philharmonic, and Las Vegas Symphony.

Sergei Vassiliev is the founder of Educational Partnerships
Immersive Concerts (EPIC). Since 2009, Vassiliev has served as
principal clarinetist of the Colorado Springs Philharmonic. He
performs actively across the U.S. and Europe as a soloist, chamber
musician, and clinician. He has held principal clarinet positions with
the Des Moines Metro Opera Orchestra and Boise Philharmonic, and
appeared as guest principal with Music in the Mountains. He has
also performed with the Houston Symphony, Colorado Symphony,
and most recently, the Los Angeles Philharmonic under Gustavo
Dudamel at Walt Disney Concert Hall and under Thomas
Søndergård at the Hollywood Bowl. In 2019, he was featured as
both artistic director and soloist in the Colorado Springs
Philharmonic’s Signature Series.
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EPIC SEASON
25-26
WHAT’S NEXT?

EPIC SEASON
25-26
WHAT’S NEXT?

PIANO
TRIOS 
02.06.26

PIANO
TRIOS 
02.06.26

Program Highlights: Piano Trio by Schubert Op. 99, Trio by
Amy Beach Op. 150

IEVA JOKUBAVICIUTE PIANO | MAUREEN NELSON VIOLIN | 
SOPHIE SHAO CELLO

IVALAS 
QUARTET 
3.26.26

IVALAS 
QUARTET 
3.26.26

REUBEN KEBEDE VIOLIN | TIANI BUTTS VIOLIN | 
MARCUS STEVENSON VIOLA | PEDRO SANCHEZ CELLO​ | 
SERGEI VASSILIEV CLARINET
Program Highlights: Quartet by Haydn Op. 76, Clarinet
Quintet by Coleridge-Taylor Op. 10 

LUCY
FITZ
GIBBON
5.6.26*

LUCY
FITZ
GIBBON
5.6.26*

LUCY FITZ GIBBON SOPRANO | QING JIANG PIANO | 
SERGEI VASSILIEV CLARINET

*NOTE DATE CHANGE
Program Highlights: Shepherd on the Rock by
Schubert, Songs by Bartok and Spohr

CHARLIBEAN
6.5.26
CHARLIBEAN
6.5.26

RACHEL CHILDERS HORN | JOSHUA ELMORE BASSOON |
NOAH KAY OBOE | JESSICA PETRASEK FLUTE | 
ANDREW STAUPE PIANO | SERGEI VASSILIEV CLARINET
Program Highlights: Quintet by Beethoven Op. 16,
Sextet by Farrenc Op. 40



Donors $5,000+
Mary Carollo in honor of Bert
Larry & Chris Jones*
Sally Sharpe in honor of John King III
Annabel Widney

Donors $2,000-$4,999
Al & Leigh Buettner
Linda Dickson*
James & Carol Montgomery
Karen Mosbacher
Michele and Jordan Strub-Heer
-    Strub Foundation of the 
Pikes Peak Community
Foundation
Robert & Randi Swindler
Rob & Maureen Taylor

Donors $1,000-$1,999
Helen Dewey - Dewey Family
Foundation
Randy & Trice Dipner
Dr Susan Rae Jensen -
Scholarship Award Fund
Marcia Lee*
Lance & Brenda Miller
Dr Geir Ostrem

Donors $500-$999
Susanne Anselmi
Rebecca Arnold
Helen Brown
Susan Grace
Sandra Hilt
Rex Kirkpatrick
Joanne Larson
Berta J Smith

Donors $10-$199
Deirdre Aden-Smith
Brett Gray
Joyce Hanagan
Robert LaMont
Suzanne MacAulay
Jeanette Minniti
Cynthia Robinson
Daniel Silver
Daryll Stevens
Marjorie Zimmerman

Donors $100-$199
Ofer Ben-Amots
Katarina Calcagno in 
honor of -Shauna Smith
Edith Greene
Helene Knapp
Margaret Knight in honor 
of -Harvey & Sarah Herzog
Teresa & Bruce Latimer
Randy Liefer
Andrea & Michael Mai
Martha Muehleisen

Donors $200-$499
Daniel Bell
Lorraine Bell
Judy Brisbois
Katharine Cornelius
Nicole De Naray
Hilary G Dussing
Jack & Chris Ferguson
Michael Heer
Robert and Sue Lanting
Mary McKinley
John & Marion Meyer
Mark and Christina Rankin
Gail Rutherford
Steven & Connie Schoonover
Marie & Timothy Schrader
Margaret Ward
Diane Williams

Donations received since January 1, 2024

Concert Sponsor: 
Mary Carollo in honor of Bert

“Concerts in Schools” Sponsor:
Mary Carollo in honor of Bert  

Consider EPIC for your charitable giving. EPIC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit performing arts
organization and every monetary donation is tax-deductible. (Non profit ID: 84-3531250) Funds
raised help us host world-renowned, classical music artists to pair with local stars through
innovative programming you won’t hear anywhere else in Colorado Springs. Plus, your donation
enables us to grow our audience and create unique experiences. Donate today
at epicmustsee.org or P.O. Box 25383, Colorado Springs, CO 80936. 

*designates EPIC
Board member

Donors $100-$199
(continued)
Linda & Jim
Northrop 
Fran Pilch
Kenneth Roberts
Brian Sinclair
James Townsend
James Van Hoy
Jane Weisbrodt
Christina Wilson




