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Sergei Vassiliev is the founder and Executive Director of  EPIC. He
has served as principal clarinetist with the Colorado Springs
Philharmonic Orchestra since 2009. Sergei appeared in the US and
Europe as a soloist, chamber musician, and clinician. Vassiliev
performed chamber music at Chatter, Festival Mozaic, Colorado
College Music Festival, Music Academy of the West, Sarasota
Festival, and Green Box Arts Festival. Sergei held principal clarinet
positions with Des Moines Metro Opera Orchestra, and Boise
Philharmonic, performed as guest principal at the Music in the
Mountains Festival, and has performed with Houston, Colorado
Symphonies, and many other symphony orchestras. In 2019, he was
honored to be featured in the “Signature Series” with the CSPO where
he played the role of artistic director and soloist. 

Michigan native Rachel Childers has been a member of the Boston
Symphony Orchestra since 2011. As Second Horn of the BSO, she
occupies the John P. II and Nancy S. Eustis chair. She is notably the
first female member of the Boston Symphony brass section. Prior to
moving to Boston, Ms. Childers was the Acting Assistant
Principal/Utility Horn of the Colorado Symphony Orchestra. She also
held several positions in orchestras throughout California,
affectionately referred to as the Freeway Philharmonic. Rachel holds
the distinction of being in the first class of admitted horn players to
the Colburn School, in Los Angeles, where she studied with David
Jolley and David Krehbiel. Rachel received her bachelor's and
master's degrees at the University of Michigan, where she studied
with Søren Hermansson. During her time at U of M she enjoyed
performing with both the Symphony Orchestra and the Symphony
Band, where she began her college career as Horn 4B under director
H. Robert Reynolds.

Lithuanian pianist Ieva Jokubaviciute’s powerfully and intricately
crafted performances have earned her critical acclaim throughout
North America and Europe. Her ability to communicate the essential
substance of a work has led critics to describe her as possessing
‘razor-sharp intelligence and wit' and ‘subtle, complex, almost
impossibly detailed and riveting in every way’ (The Washington Post)
and as ‘an artist of commanding technique, refined temperament and
persuasive insight.’(The New York Times). In 2006, she was honored
as a recipient of a Borletti-Buitoni Trust Fellowship.
 
Labor Records released Ieva’s debut recording in 2010 to critical
international acclaim, which resulted in recitals in New York, Chicago,
Philadelphia, Baltimore, DC, Vilnius, and Toulouse. She made her
orchestral debuts with the Chicago Symphony; in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil; with the American Youth Philharmonic in 2016, and in
February 2017, Ieva was the soloist with the Orquesta Filarmónica de
Montevideo in Uruguay. Her piano trio—Trio Cavatina—won the 2009
Naumburg International Chamber Music Competition. Ieva’s latest
recording: Returning Paths: solo piano works by Janacek and Suk
was also released to critical acclaim in 2014. 
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